
We are excited to announce that our keynote speaker 
at the People’s Food Co-op Annual Meeting will be the 
nationally known sustainable agriculture and food 
systems leader and activist, Dr. Oran Hesterman.  

Dr. Hesterman brings more than 35 years of experience as 
a scientist, farmer, philanthropist, businessman, educator, 
and passionate advocate for good food for all. He currently 
serves as CEO of Ann Arbor-based national nonprofit Fair Food 
Network, whose healthy food incentive program Double Up 
Food Bucks helps families experiencing poverty bring home 
more healthy, fresh food while supporting local farmers and 
stake-holder community-centered food co-ops like PFC. 

In the 1980s, Hesterman was instrumental in his position 
at Michigan State University in expanding the focus of the 
College of Agriculture and Natural Resources to encompass 
sustainable, organic agriculture. He worked with the W.K. 
Kellogg Foundation during a sabbatical year in 1991 to develop 
strategies and policies in agriculture, which led to leading the 
foundation’s Integrated Farming Systems and Food & Society 
programs through which he helped seed the local food sys-
tems movement with more than $200 million in investments.

In 2009, Hesterman launched Fair Food Network, whose 
mission is to grow community health and wealth through food. 
Since 2009, its Double Up Food Bucks program has expanded 
from a Detroit pilot to a statewide effort in 240+ sites and a 
national model for healthy food incentives in 28 states and 
counting. Fair Food Network’s impact investing arm, Fair Food 
Fund, advances its mission by reimaging capital in commu-
nities so that food entrepreneurs can be engines of a more 
equitable future. Here in Michigan, Fair Food Network leads 
administration of the Michigan Good Food Fund, a statewide 
loan fund, which has invested more than $17 million in food 
entrepreneurs working to increase healthy food access and 
spark economic opportunity.

A former fellow in the Kellogg National Fellowship Program 
and the National Center for Food and Agriculture Policy in 
Washington, D.C., Hesterman has published more than 400 
reports and articles on subjects ranging from crop rotation to 
the impact of philanthropy on food systems practice and policy 
and trends in the good food movement. His book, Fair Food: 
Growing a Healthy, Sustainable Food System for All, provides 
an inspiring guide to changing not only what we eat, but how 
food is grown, packaged, delivered, and sold. Fair Food was 
heralded by The New York Times as “an important, 
accessible book on a crucial subject” and is required reading 
at dozens of colleges and universities across the country.
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